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Hampi (Part-2) Temples That Defy Science: Virupaksa & 

Stone Engineering 

 

When I reached the Virupaksa Temple in Hampi, I expected devotion. What I 

did not expect was science quietly watching me from stone walls. This temple 

does not try to impress you loudly. It waits for you to slow down, observe, and 

then suddenly astonish you. 

Virupaksa Temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati, and it is one 

of the oldest continuously worshipped temples in India. But beyond prayers and 

bells, this temple works like a living laboratory of ancient knowledge. 

As I stood inside the temple, something unbelievable happened. On a plain 

inner wall, I saw the shadow of the towering gopuram appearing upside down. 

No mirrors. No technology. Just a small opening in the wall. This is known 

today as the pinhole camera effect a concept we learn in school physics. But 

here it existed hundreds of years ago, built intentionally into temple design. At 

that moment, I realised: our ancestors were not just spiritual; they were deeply 

scientific. 

Walking further, I noticed the walls. They were not painted with chemical 

colours. Instead, they were decorated with herbal paintings made from 

vegetables, plants, and natural minerals. Even after centuries, traces of these 

colours survive. These walls breathe nature. Nothing artificial. Nothing forced. 

One of the most surprising things I learned here was about the 10 avatars carved 

in the temple. Many people assume temples always show the avatars of Vishnu. 

But here, the temple narrates 10 avatars of Shiva a detail often missed or 

misunderstood. It reminded me how layered and deep our traditions are, far 

beyond what we casually know. 

Then comes the brilliance of engineering. Beneath the temple complex runs a 

stone pipe water system, inspired by the shape of a lotus. This system managed 

rainwater efficiently and ensured water supply throughout the year. In an era 

without machines, this level of planning feels almost unbelievable. Today, we 

talk about sustainable development Virupaksa Temple lived it. 
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Here, Vastu Shastra, mathematics, physics, and devotion were never separate 

subjects. They flowed together naturally. For the builders of this temple, science 

was not against faith. Science was faith. 

As I sat quietly inside the temple, I felt something strong. We often say ancient 

India was great but standing here, I understood why. This was not blind belief. 

This was intelligent devotion. Thoughtful worship. Respect for nature and 

knowledge. Virupaksa Temple does not ask you to just bow your head. It asks 

you to open your eyes. and when you walk out, you don’t just feel peaceful you 

feel proud, curious, and a little humbled.                                

By -Pawan Mundhe  


